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commitments and his word. His immense tal-
ent will be missed in our Nation’s Capital. 
Laura and I wish him and his wife, Tricia, 
all the best. 

Joint Declaration by President 
George W. Bush and Prime Minister 
Nuri al-Maliki of Iraq: Declaration of 
Principles for a Long-Term 
Relationship of Cooperation and 
Friendship Between the Republic of 
Iraq and the United States of 
America 
November 26, 2007 

As Iraqi leaders confirmed in their Com-
munique signed on August 26, 2007, and en-
dorsed by President Bush, the Governments 
of Iraq and the United States are committed 
to developing a long-term relationship of co-
operation and friendship as two fully sov-
ereign and independent states with common 
interests. This relationship will serve the in-
terest of coming generations based on the 
heroic sacrifices made by the Iraqi people 
and the American people for the sake of a 
free, democratic, pluralistic, federal, and uni-
fied Iraq. 

The relationship of cooperation envisioned 
by the Republic of Iraq and the United States 
includes a range of issues, foremost of which 
is cooperation in the political, economic, cul-
tural, and security fields, taking account of 
the following principles: 

First: The Political, Diplomatic, and 
Cultural Spheres 

1. Supporting the Republic of Iraq in de-
fending its democratic system against inter-
nal and external threats. 

2. Respecting and upholding the Constitu-
tion as the expression of the will of the Iraqi 
people and standing against any attempt to 
impede, suspend, or violate it. 

3. Supporting the efforts of the Republic 
of Iraq to achieve national reconciliation in-
cluding as envisioned in the Communique of 
August 26. 

4. Supporting the Republic of Iraq’s efforts 
to enhance its position in regional and inter-
national organizations and institutions so that 
it may play a positive and constructive role 
in the region and the world. 

5. Cooperating jointly with the states of 
the region on the basis of mutual respect, 
non-intervention in internal affairs, rejection 
of the use of violence in resolving disputes, 
and adoption of constructive dialogue in re-
solving outstanding problems among the var-
ious states of the region. 

6. Promoting political efforts to establish 
positive relationships between the states of 
the region and the world, which serve the 
common goals of all relevant parties in a 
manner that enhances the security and sta-
bility of the region, and the prosperity of its 
peoples. 

7. Encouraging cultural, educational, and 
scientific exchanges between the two coun-
tries. 

Second: The Economic Sphere 
1. Supporting Iraq’s development in var-

ious economic fields, including its productive 
capabilities, and aiding its transition to a mar-
ket economy. 

2. Encouraging all parties to abide by their 
commitments as stipulated in the Inter-
national Compact with Iraq. 

3. Supporting the building of Iraq’s eco-
nomic institutions and infrastructure with the 
provision of financial and technical assistance 
to train and develop competencies and ca-
pacities of vital Iraqi institutions. 

4. Supporting Iraq’s further integration 
into regional and international financial and 
economic organizations. 

5. Facilitating and encouraging the flow of 
foreign investments to Iraq, especially Amer-
ican investments, to contribute to the recon-
struction and rebuilding of Iraq. 

6. Assisting Iraq in recovering illegally ex-
ported funds and properties, especially those 
smuggled by the family of Saddam Hussein 
and his regime’s associates, as well as antiq-
uities and items of cultural heritage, smug-
gled before and after April 9, 2003. 

7. Helping the Republic of Iraq to obtain 
forgiveness of its debts and compensation for 
the wars waged by the former regime. 

8. Supporting the Republic of Iraq to ob-
tain positive and preferential trading condi-
tions for Iraq within the global marketplace 
including accession to the World Trade Or-
ganization and most favored nation status 
with the United States. 

Third: The Security Sphere 
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1. Providing security assurances and com-
mitments to the Republic of Iraq to deter 
foreign aggression against Iraq that violates 
its sovereignty and integrity of its territories, 
waters, or airspace. 

2. Supporting the Republic of Iraq in its 
efforts to combat all terrorist groups, at the 
forefront of which is Al-Qaeda, Saddamists, 
and all other outlaw groups regardless of af-
filiation, and destroy their logistical networks 
and their sources of finance, and defeat and 
uproot them from Iraq. This support will be 
provided consistent with mechanisms and ar-
rangements to be established in the bilateral 
cooperation agreements mentioned herein. 

3. Supporting the Republic of Iraq in train-
ing, equipping, and arming the Iraqi Security 
Forces to enable them to protect Iraq and 
all its peoples, and completing the building 
of its administrative systems, in accordance 
with the request of the Iraqi government. 

The Iraqi Government in confirmation of 
its resolute rights under existing Security 
Council resolutions will request to extend the 
mandate of the Multi-National Force-Iraq 
(MNF–I) under Chapter VII of the United 
Nations Charter for a final time. As a condi-
tion for this request, following the expiration 
of the above mentioned extension, Iraq’s sta-
tus under Chapter VII and its designation 
as a threat to international peace and security 
will end, and Iraq will return to the legal 
and international standing it enjoyed prior to 
the issuance of U.N. Security Council Reso-
lution No. 661 (August, 1990), thus enhanc-
ing the recognition and confirming the full 
sovereignty of Iraq over its territories, waters, 
and airspace, and its control over its forces 
and the administration of its affairs. 

Taking into account the principles dis-
cussed above, bilateral negotiations between 
the Republic of Iraq and the United States 
shall begin as soon as possible, with the aim 
to achieve, before July 31, 2008, agreements 
between the two governments with respect 
to the political, cultural, economic, and secu-
rity spheres. 

President of the Prime Minister of the 
United States of America Republic of Iraq 

George W. Bush Nouri Kamel Al-Maliki 

NOTE: An original was not available for 
verification of the content of this joint statement. 

Remarks at a Dinner Hosted by 
Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice 
for Annapolis Conference 
Participants 
November 26, 2007 

Madam Secretary, thank you for your hos-
pitality. I was wondering where my place is. 
[Laughter] I appreciate very much your 
hosting this important dinner. 

Prime Minister Olmert, welcome. Presi-
dent Abbas, Secretary-General Ban, former 
Prime Minister Tony Blair, and all those who 
have gathered here in the cause of peace, 
welcome to the United States. We’re glad 
you’re here. 

We’ve come together this week because 
we share a common goal: two democratic 
states, Israel and Palestine, living side by side 
in peace and security. 

Achieving this goal requires difficult com-
promises, and the Israelis and Palestinians 
have elected leaders committed to making 
them. Achieving this goal requires neighbors 
committed to peace between Israel and a 
new Palestinian state, and I’m encouraged 
by the presence of so many here. Achieving 
this goal requires the commitment of the 
international community, including the 
United States. Tonight I restate my personal 
commitment on behalf of the United States 
to all those in the Middle East who wish to 
live in freedom and peace. We stand with 
you at the Annapolis conference and beyond. 

The extremists and terrorists want our ef-
forts to fail. They’re working actively to un-
dermine every effort as we try to achieve 
peace and reconciliation. We offer a more 
hopeful vision—of a Middle East growing in 
freedom and dignity and prosperity. We are 
here to renew our efforts to achieve this vi-
sion. And tonight I offer a toast to all of our 
honored guests and to the future of peace 
that we can build together. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 7:10 p.m. at the 
Department of State. In his remarks, he referred 
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